CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 19, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

PROCLAMATION:
Mayor Bo Bemmes presented a proclamation for Dick Jones to his wife and children.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed improvements in our parks and to help pay for fireworks that are set off each year during the American Legions Festival which starts on Friday June 29, and goes thru Sunday July 1st with fireworks at 10pm Sunday July 1st
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 733-4122 
- Having a full time City Clerk would be very beneficial in keeping our City Web Page updated and taking some of the workload away from our SSD, our Building department would be able to accomplish more if they could hire someone to do clerical work for them. We also talked about the fact that we have less FT employees than we had years ago, we discussed our very challenging/tight Budget, and the challenges to get our Police, Fire and Public Works departments the tools they need to provide basic safety services
- The American Legions Fest will be held on June 29, 30 and July 1 with fireworks going off at 10pm July 1
- Our Fire Chief Todd Owens received the Regional Community partner Award from Mercy Health and was also recognized by Jewish Hospital
- My next Mayors Forum will be on June 26 here in our Council Chambers at 6pm everyone is welcome bring your questions, comments, concerns. During my May Mayors Forum some of the many needs of our City were brought up. Roads that need repaved, park improvements, what we could accomplish if we had more money to invest in economic development, needed repairs/improvements at City Hall, each of our departments could do more with more employees and equipment, more could be accomplished if we had a Full Time City Clerk including keeping our web page up to date, what we could accomplish if we put more money into our part time Building Department and more. We also discussed our financial constraints, the fact that we have very little in Reserve Funds, the law that requires us to live within our means and the necessity of us prioritizing every dollar that we spend because we know at the beginning of each year that our expenses are going to be very close to if not more than our anticipated revenues. I repeated how we work very hard every day to provide the best possible City Services to our residents, businesses, schools and organizations with the resources we are given. We are constantly striving to improve while we strive to be as effective, efficient and as economical as we can be with all we do. With all of that being said I want to also emphasize that we thank God every day for the many blessings He has sent our way. With God’s guidance and help we have worked our way through many challenges and we will continue to pray for God’s blessings. We, as a City have accomplished a lot and we will continue to need everybody working together to do all that we can to move our city forward

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Ohio Municipal League Conference: Wants us all to keep an eye on centralizing the collection of taxes.  We don’t trust local government to do it better than we do it.  Local Government Fund - 
– Budget needs to be passed by July 17.  Public hearing will be called.
- Energy Alliance Gas & Electric Aggregation reports – Gas: savings of $12,518.  Electric: savings 1.5 % savings from Duke.
- City applied (pre-application for EMA) for pre-disaster mitigation funds to purchase & illuminate properties adjacent to the Mill Creek.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- We received a summons regarding a lawsuit about the painter whose scaffolding collapsed on Jefferson Avenue.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- June 2018 Income Tax report: $506,283.94 (still need $49,000 to hit last year’s number)
- Correction to a situation that was brought up 2 weeks ago:  Husband/wife paid their Real Estate Tax through Ohio Business Gateway in error and their money sent to the City of Reading.  What actually happened was that the husband/wife paid their Property Taxes through The City of Reading’s online income tax payment system and it should have been paid through the Hamilton County online treasurer’s office.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent)
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Committee Meeting Thursday June 28 at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the finalization of the budget.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Reading Church Council – Seminar on Opioid Epidemic: Reading Overdoses - 2016: 178, 2017: 229, 2018: 34 
 Barbara 513-381-6086
- July 18 – Rumpke 9:00 am to 11:00 am
- American Legion – Don Lindeman selling chances for the American Legion

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Development of an organizational chart to help the community with the needs from the building department.
 Officially requesting Dan Brook’s presence at the 4th Tuesday of the month Council meeting.
- Multiple ideas regarding the Master Plan were discussed.
- Cell Tower – Recommendation to prohibit small cell towers in residential areas in upcoming legislation. 
- Update regarding questions for the Engineers in relation to the new school site/traffic pattern, etc.
  Response: Patrick Ross – They are planning to attend a Council Meeting once all answers have been compiled.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Number of Cats a household can have – only ordinance on the books refers to the number of dogs allowed (3).  Committee will be revising the ordinance to include cats and will be brought to Council at next meeting
- Next committee meeting will be August 7 at 6:30 pm – will discuss ICRC.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
My wife and I attended the seminar on Confronting the Opioid Epidemic in Reading last Saturday morning.  First, I would like to thank the Reading Church Council and the Hamilton County Heroin Coalition for hosting the event.  One thing that everyone agreed on was that this was just a start and there needs to be more seminars, discussions, and greater understanding of the problem in order to begin to address it.  Second, it was good to see as many people attending as did.  I estimated 35-40 attendees.  This is not just an individual or family problem; it is a community wide problem that will require the entire community coming together to solve.  

There are organizations out there to help not only the user, but also those family members and friends effected by the addiction.  Trying to help a user can be daunting.  Peter White from the Lindner Center of Hope stressed the importance of never comprising yourself when attempting to help another.  Groups like Narcotics Anonymous, Nar-Anon, Al-Anon, and for the children, Fernside, are readily available and great resources.

I will be meeting with Chief Snow within the next two weeks to review the final ordinance related to overnight truck and trailer parking in residential areas and to answer any questions he or his officers may have.  A reminder that this ordinance goes into effect next month.

And finally, I too want to congratulate Chief Owens on receiving the Regional Community Partner Award from Mercy Health.  This award is given to an outstanding member of the community who has demonstrated excellence by dedicating time and effort to the enhancement of a professional rapport between Mercy Health and its community partners.  Lauren Duffy, EMS Coordinator for The Jewish Hospital Kenwood, states “Chief Owens continually strives to impact the Fire and EMS field with his dedication, professionalism and willingness to educate others. Chief Owens has been a positive impact on Mercy Health by building strong relationships with employees and community members who, like him, exemplify the Mercy Health mission. He has contributed actionable ideas that have positively impacted EMS CE offerings, ED-EMS operations and collaboration.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Ladies Night at the pool, Thursday, July 26 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Admission free if you bring an appetizer to share.  Bring your own drinks – no glass.
- Dive-In Movie Night Friday, July 27 at 7:00 pm.  Movie starts at dusk.  Free admission and popcorn.
- I want to thank Parks Department.  Graduation and other parties every week.  Like to see our parks being used.  Used parks prevents vandalism!
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Fischesser: I plan on starting to work on the June issue of my Facebook update on city happenings.  I will once again ask that any council member having something from their committee included in this edition to please get it to me by next Monday.
I will also be updating the calendar on the city's web page so again, if there is something you would like to add, let me know in the next day or two.

READING OF ORDINANCES

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:05 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
